	Case Evaluation




CASE FILE

State v. Michael Cates

(http://www.vaw.umn.edu/FinalDocuments/pbinder/tab3/casefile.pdf – 

 to open this file you will need Adobe Acrobat installed on your computer.)
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Worksheet

STATE V. MICHAEL CATES

 Case File Exercise 

Directions:  Participants are divided in half.  Based on the information in the case file, half the room is assigned to argue the strengths of the case and half to argue the weaknesses.  

Use this worksheet to note your assessment of the case, depending on your assignment.  Then discuss the case at your table preparatory to a report back and group discussion.  Allow 10 minutes for this portion of the exercise.

	STRENGTHS 
	WEAKNESSES

	


The reporter is the person at the table whose last name begins with Z or the letter closest to it.  If you are the reporter, please use the back of this sheet to take notes during your table’s discussion and to prepare for the report back to the full group. Allow 20 minutes for the report back.

	Ethical Considerations
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Worksheet

STATE V. MICHAEL CATES

Ethical Considerations Exercise
Directions: Take five minutes to jot down your responses to these questions. The prosecutor presenter will ask participants for their answers. Allow 25 minutes for this discussion. 

What does prosecutorial discretion mean to you?

What ethical issues do you consider when exercising your prosecutorial discretion?

We have discussed the case of State v. Michael Cates. In thinking about whether to charge a case of this nature, what ethical issues do you consider?
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Resources for 

State v. Michael Cates


    The Resource Book materials relevant to this section are listed below:

· Volume I, Tab 1, “Prosecutor’s Code of Conduct”

· Volume I, Tab 2, “ Rape Myths: The Prosecutor’s Special Challenge”

· Volume I, Tab 8,  “ Investigation Techniques”

· Volume II, Tab 17, “Interagency Cooperation”
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